Minutes of the Episcopal Elementary and High Schools Alumni Convention
September 2-5, 2011
Houston, Texas

The thirteenth Annual Reunion Convention of the Episcopal Elementary and High Schools Alumni Association of the Americas was held in Houston, Texas, September 2-5, 2011. The meeting was presided over by the president Feweh Sherman, The meeting was called to order at 10:30 am. 
The president welcomed and thanked alumni for their commitment to the organization. He commended the president, officers and members of the Houston Chapter for a “job well done.” He said the level and structure of activities planned were very impressive and accommodative. He acknowledged the presence of his Board members and thanked them for all their support. The president also recognized, Rev. Fr. James T. Yarsiah, chairman of the Election Commission (EES/EHS Alumni Association) for the 2011 election. He also acknowledged the presence of Mrs. Matti-mae Abdullai and Mrs. Jebbeh Jangabah. 

In response to the President’s remarks, Emmanuel Golakai welcomed the alumni to the city of Houston. He thanked the president Feweh Sherman for his kind words. He recognized and thanked Dr. Augustus Fahnbulleh and Mrs. Wallo for their outstanding support and dedication to the local chapter. 

The business of the convention focused on the following discussion: 

1) Minutes from 2010 convention read, corrections

Dr. Sherman was not at the 2010 meeting held in Saint Paul, Minnesota; after correction Ellen Freeman motion the minute form a part of the archive, seconded by Rev. Father Yarsiah.

2) Reports

a) Mobilization: Robert Sherman recommended local regional chapters be assigned quota. Suggestions--sell the organization: show and sell school video/DVD, get involved with social media/network, have key states to host convention, advertise, bring a friend, call a friend and put minutes online.
b) Reconstruction: Sam Abdullai gave a detailed report of accomplishments, ongoing, and future projects. 

Suggestions—add House of Bethany to the project list; projects be listed so members can donate. Chairperson Samuel Abdullai thanked.
c) Membership Initiative Welfare and Concerns: Rev. Mother Abedou Jones was absent due to the death of her sister, Sister Abeoseh Jones. She travelled to Liberia for the burial. Other deceased members and relatives were remembered. 

d) Youth Welfare: Harriet King informed the body that it is difficult to get the youth together. “I am encouraging the youth to participate.” She is committed to work with the incoming executives.

e) Treasurer: William Paasewe gave a comprehensive report of the financial records of the organization. He recommended annual dues be increased from $100.00 to $150.00. A motion was made, seconded and passed that the annual dues be $150.00.

Donations

Maryland Chapter – $2,000.00 check for reconstruction. Remisa Williams made the presentation. The president conveyed thanks and appreciation to Maryland.

New York Chapter – $1,000.00 check for reconstruction. Weyah Fahnbulleh made the presentation and assured us there is more to come.

Georgia Chapter – $300.00 check for securing of the chemistry lab. Presentation made by the president Ellen Clemons. The president thanked the Georgia, Maryland, and New York chapters, stating, “It is not the amount but it’s from the heart.”
LUNCH SERVED 

The second half of the session was called to order by the president at 2:20 pm. 

Vice president of the Alumni Association in the Americas, Sylvanus Golakai, attended an honorary program for Varney Sherman. He gave updates on remodeling of the high school. He met with Rev. Arnold Hill. Mother Robertson is very helpful in the reconstruction process. She heads the renovation and is doing a lot.

New Business: Organization to work as a unit; Liberia is involved via teleconference thru Ernest Bruce.

Financial strength of Liberia Alumni: Counselor Varney Sherman said that participation and motivation is remarkable. To date, the alumni association has $48,000 USD from program held in June 2011. The next fundraiser is spear headed by Emmanuel Shaw and will be held in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County, and the goal is $100,000 (applause for Liberia). Counselor Sherman wants to replace the asbestos roof with zinc metal sheet. Remisa Williams has been forceful in communication with Mr. Sherman. All this has been under the direction/leadership of Ernest Bruce.

Fundraiser: Memorial wall memorializing loved ones. After discussions and suggestions, Famata Fahnbulleh-King motioned a memorial wall be designed and $50.00 for each name to be engraved, seconded by Hawa King-Weeks. Motion passed. The memorial wall will start on the website and will be moved to the library. 

Election:

Rev. Yarsiah and members of the Election Committee presided over the election. After prayer, the candidates were given 3 minutes each to address the body.

Positions: President: Samuel Abdullai, Minnesota; Vice President: Lawrence Morgan, New York; Treasurer: William Paasewe, Georgia; and Secretary: Famata Fahnbulleh-King, Minnesota. There was only one candidate for each position except for the secretary, where there was no candidate. The constitution was suspended with advice so the sitting secretary stayed in her position. 
Registration & Dues: 21 registered members and 13 people paid dues.

The meeting adjourned at 4pm. Benediction by Rev. Yarsiah.

Respectfully submitted

Famata Fahnbulleh-King

